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WITNESS STATEMENTS 
You are required to include witness statements from friends and family that sets out other people's 
knowledge of your relationship and the way in which they view your relationship ie is it a genuine 
relationship. In putting these statements together your friends and family who are Australian 
citizens/permanent residents will complete the requisite Form 888. Family and friends overseas will 
complete a letter only. We have provided templates for both in your Helping Hand Pack. 

 

How to complete a Form 888 
Intention: A form 888 is used as part of the evidence component of a partner visa application. It is a witness 
statement that attests to other's knowledge of your relationship and the nature of your relationship. 

Who Should Provide a Statement? 
A form 888 can be provided by friends, family, work colleagues, the local restaurant or someone who has 
been in regular contact with you and your partner for at least a period of three months. It is preferable that 
witnesses are Australian citizens or permanent residents. We recommend providing at least four witness 
statements in the Form 888 format and from as many different 

Community groups as possible for example from a family member, a work colleague, a school friend. It is 
helpful to have your family members in particular, from both sides of the relationship. 

How to Prepare the Statement 
It is important the statement is provided in the witnesses own words. If they do not speak English then it 
can be drafted in their native language as long as an English translation is provided with the statement. All 
Form 888's must be provided with a certified copy of the witnesses’ Australian passport or birth certificate 
or a citizenship certificate where the witness was not born in Australia. 

 

Step-by-step Instructions: 

1. The statement needs to be filled in with the witness’s full name (current legal name) and their 
residential address. 

2. The visa applicant and the sponsor's name needs to be filled in with their current legal name. If 
the visa applicant or sponsor are more commonly known to the witness by a nickname then it is 
important the nickname is discussed at Q3. The nickname should not be put into the name section. 

3. At Q3 of the form ensure the 'declarant' addresses the following: 

a. How do you know (SPONSOR)? 

b. How do you know (APPLICANT)? 

c. How often do you see them or speak with them? 

d. In what capacity? For example "we meet for breakfast every fortnight" “We speak by 
telephone once a week and follow each other's updates on Facebook". 

4. At Q4. of the form the witness should address the following: 

a. When did you first know they were in a relationship? 
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b. State the type of relationship they are in. For example: They are in a de facto 
relationship OR they are in a married relationship. 

c. Do they live together? 

d. Have you been to their shared home? 

e. Are they affectionate with each other? 

f. Do others know that they are in a relationship? 

g. Have they been on any holidays together? 

h. Have they told you about any plans they have for the future? 

i. Have either of them said something to you that confirmed that they are in a loving 
relationship with each other? 

 

5. Completing the statement 

a. Review the statement and make sure it is clear and easy to understand. 

b. Have the sponsor and visa applicant review the statement. If there are any major 
discrepancies with dates or the facts it is important this is clarified. 

c. Please print it and have it witnessed in front of a suitable witness 

d. The witness will need to have their Australian passport or birth certificate certified. 

e. Two documents need to be provided to the Applicant and Sponsor: 

i. Certified passport/birth certificate 

ii. Complete/signed Form 888 
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