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What is a Bridging Visa A? 
 
A Bridging Visa A is granted automatically  by the Department of Home Affairs once you have lodged a valid 
ONSHORE partner visa application while holding a substantive visa. The Bridging Visa A is essentially ‘sleeping’ 
and will not come into effect yet until your substantive visa has expired. Once your partner visa application has 
been granted then that is also when your Bridging visa A will end.  
 
The bridging visa A has unrestricted work rights and allows you to remain lawful in Australia while awaiting the 
outcome of your partner visa.  
 
A bridging visa ONLY applies to situations where you are lodging an onshore partner visa while holding a valid 
substantive visa. If you are unsure if this applies to you or is an option available to you, you MUST book a 
one-on-one advice session.  
 
It’s important to note that work rights are not available until your previously held visa expires. For example if you 
held a visitor visa and lodged an onshore partner visa, your work rights are not in effect until the visitor visa 
expires. Again, if you are uncertain, a one-on-one advice session is recommended. You don’t want to get this 
mixed up and end up working unlawfully or worse still end up without a visa in Australia.  
 

What is a Bridging Visa B? 
A Bridging Visa B or BVB  allows you to travel outside Australia or go overseas for a vacation and still be able to 
come back to Australia within the period of time that is stated in your bridging visa grant notice.  
 
A Bridging Visa B is applied for when you are an ONSHORE partner visa applicant, who holds a valid Bridging 
Visa A AND you need to exit Australia for a specified period of time.  
 

How far in advance can I apply for a Bridging visa B?  
The time it takes for the Department to process a bridging visa B can vary. We strongly recommend applying at 
least one month in advance of your intended trip.  
 

What do I need to provide the Department for my Bridging visa B to be 
approved?  
It’s important you include a copy of your travel itinerary that sets out departure and return date. You will also need 
to provide the details of the address where you will spend most of your time while overseas.  
 

Do Bridging visa B’s get refused?  
In 10 years of operation, we have never seen a Bridging visa B refused at Freedom Migration. It doesn’t mean it 
won’t happen but generally speaking it’s highly unlikely it would be refused as long as you provide evidence of 
your trip.  
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I travel frequently, do I need a Bridging visa B for every trip?  
With onshore partner visas taking so long to process, we have recently been requesting 12 month multiple entry 
bridging visa B from the Department of Home Affairs and we have had success with this.  
 
How we do it is, when we fill in the return date we choose a date that is 12 months from the departure from 
Australia date. In the ‘purpose of travel’ section we write the purpose of the first trip and then a sentence stating 
‘we respectfully request a 12 month multi entry BVB as there is further intended travel’.  
 

Is there a cost for the Bridging Visa B?  
Yes. When you are about to lodge the Bridging Visa B a credit card/payment section will calculate the cost. It is 
usually around $140AUD. 
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